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Survey respondents: Medical Students

� Survey includes 1,005 medical students who use 
Epocrates

Year in medical school 

• 4th year: 46%

• 3rd year: 46%

• 2nd year: 7%
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• 2nd year: 7%

• 1st year: >1%

� Survey competed in July 2009

� Students randomly selected to participate



Financial stability lacking in view of students entering 

medicine

What factors were most important to you in choosing to enter the 

medical profession?
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Responses < 4% not charted



Location, location, location: primary reason students choose 

medical school for 4 consecutive years

What were the primary reasons for selecting your 

medical school?
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Responses < 4% not charted
Respondents can select up to 2



What’s the grade?

Please rate the following factors of your experience as a medical student to date:

Medical School 

Report Card
Subject                                                   Grade    

Clinical training A-
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Quality of education

Overall medical school

Course selection

Career guidance

Integration of medicine 

and technology

A-

A-

B+

B

B-

B-

Most improved 

(B in 2008)



80% of students satisfied with choice in major

Alternative career choices:

• Other medical/science related field:49%

Knowing what you do now, would you still 

choose a career in medicine?
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• Other medical/science related field:49%

• Business or law: 27%

• Photography: 5%

• Teaching: 5% n=37



Being a good physician of increasing concern for students

What are your greatest concerns about becoming a 

practicing physicians? 
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Responses < 5% not charted
Respondents may select up to 2



Over half of medical students believe med school is harder 

now than for their attending

Do you feel medical school is easier or harder today compared to 25 years 

ago when your attending physicians may have been in school?
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Facebook and YouTube rule the networking sites, with 

Myspace, Twitter and LinkedIn falling short

Please estimate how much time you spend on the following network sites per week:
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45% of students own an iPhone/iPod touch, and nearly 60% 

without a smartphone plan to buy one in the next year

What type of PDA/smartphone do you use?

Which phone do you plan to purchase?

50% of students who do not have a 

smartphone plan to buy one within 

the next year n=243

CONFIDENTIAL AND PROPRIETARY © Epocrates, Inc. All rights reserved.
To learn more about Epocrates, please visit us at www.epocrates.com 

Slide 10

iPhone/
iPod 
touch

Palm 
PDA

Black-
berry

Palm 
smart-
phone

PPC OtherWinMobile

n=126

Palm smartphone
8%

BlackBerry
21%

WinMobile
4%

iPhone/iPod touch
59%



60% of students use Epocrates multiple times per day

How often do you use 

Epocrates software?
Which 3 features in Epocrates do you 

use most often?

2-3 times/day (25%)

>3 times/day (34%)
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>3 times/day (34%)



Medical students view EMRs as priority in future

84% of medical students had experience with an EMR during clinical rotations

To what degree will it be important to have an EMR 
at the place you choose to practice?

To what degree to you believe the EMR 
adoption/reimbursement program will influence 

EMR purchase?
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U.S. healthcare system receives a grade of ‘C’ or lower from 

majority of students

All things considered, what grade would you give the U.S. 

healthcare system?
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Only 4% would ask their attending for help first

When you need information to help you solve a clinical question, where is 

the first place you are most likely to turn ?
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Drug and disease references rated highly among students

Please rate the credibility of information you receive from the following channels:
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In 2006, nearly 80% of med students had a positive opinion of Pharma



Attending physicians influence students low opinion of 

pharma reps

What factors primarily contribute to your opinion of the 

pharmaceutical industry? 
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Responses <5% not charted
Respondents may select up to 2 


